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2.0 Overview

The Catawba River Greenway Corridor study area 
extends roughly 10 miles along the western side of 
the Catawba River from I-85 through Mount Holly 
to NC Hwy 16.  This section is part of a Regional Trail 
Initiative called the Carolina Thread Trail which 
extends through 15 counties in the piedmont region of 
North and South Carolina.  Greenways Incorporated 
(GWI) and City staff conducted an existing conditions 
evaluation of the proposed corridor and the findings 
are presented in this report.

The Catawba River is a tremendous resource to 
the region providing remarkable scenery and tracts 
of forest that support abundant wildlife.  Wildlife 
sightings and signs indicated the presence of deer, 
raccoon, snakes, fox, owl, waterfowl and a variety of 
other bird species.  Stands of mature hardwood can 
be found along the corridor as well with large beech, 
oak, and tulip poplar to name just a few of the tree 
species.  Numerous tributaries flow into the river 
and ponds and wetlands dot the landscape.  

A variety of land uses can be found along the river 
including residential, industrial, and recreational.  
Significant sites along the river include the Riverfront 
residential development, American and Efird 
(A&E) Property, Duke Power property, Clariant 
Chemical Plant, City-owned undeveloped lands, 
and the Mountain Island Reservoir Dam.  Sections 
of undeveloped lands include some cleared trails 
and landscapes that are currently utilized by boaters, 
fishermen, and hunters.  
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This examination and analysis included both GIS 
mapping and fieldwork.  GWI generated base maps 
with data provided by the City of Mount Holly.  GWI 
and City staff walked the majority of the corridor,  
photo-documenting site features and mapping 
specific sites with Global Positioning Systems (GPS).  
Sites of opportunities and constraints were mapped 
using GPS and are summarized in the following 
sections.  Some sites are noted as both an opportunity 
and a constraint (denoted by yellow numbers).  The 
specific purpose of this chapter is to define these 
opportunities and constraints, which will inform the 
proposed Mount Holly Catawba River Greenway.  

2.1 Opportunities

The Catawba River has significant potential to be 
better recognized as a regional destination for water 
and land-based trail recreation, providing regional 
connections along and across the river from Mount 
Holly to such places as the U.S. National Whitewater 
Center.  The greenway trail corridor would provide 
connections between destinations within Mount 
Holly as well as neighborhoods and recreational ar-
eas.  A large number of opportunities were found 
along the river.  

General opportunity categories for trail development 
include:
2.1.1 Destination points
A variety of locations along the river provide excel-
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lent destination points, or sites of value for future use 
and enjoyment.  Th e sites described in this report in-
clude:

1) Scenic Vistas - River Overlooks
2) Historic Sites
3) Potential Picnic and Camping Sites
4) Open Space and Parks
5) Potential Trailheads
6) Natural Features

2.1.2 Water Access Points
Several locations along the river are currently used to 
access the water by motorized boat or paddle boat.  
Other locations are simply ideal for future launches.

2.1.3 Potential Access to Communities
Connections to surrounding communities provide a 
means for future users to easily access the greenway 
and the Catawba River.  Examples include connec-
tions into the Riverfront Subdivision and Downtown 
Mount Holly.

2.1.4 Existing Trails:
Stretches of cleared pathways, utilized for a variety of 
purposes, are found scattered throughout diff erent 
land uses adjacent to the river.  Th ese lend themselves 
towards becoming initial phases of the greenway due 
to their ease of constructability.  

2.2 Constraints

While opportunities are numerous, constraints must 
be considered as part of a thorough examination.  
Constraints aff ect trail implementation, constructa-
bility, and costs.  General constraint categories in-
clude:

2.2.1 Topographic / Natural Landform Sites
Signifi cant topographic features are found along the 
entire corridor creating constraints and increasing 
costs for trail development.  Th ese sites include:
 1) Steep Terrain
 2) Tributary Crossings
 3) Wetlands and Ponds

The consultant team collaborates with City of Mount Holly 
offi cials as they explore the feasibility of the greenway corridor.

2.2.2 Private Property
Most tracts of land along this corridor are large con-
tiguous properties and owned (or leased) by the City 
of Mount Holly, residential communities, or indus-
tries.  Th ere are however a few private property sites 
where negotiations would have to occur to secure a 
trail easement.

2.2.3 Use Confl ict
A number of uses of lands along the river can con-
fl ict.  Overlapping areas of hunting, fi shing, hiking, 
camping, undesirable activities, and private use can 
cause confl ict.
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2.2.4 Man-made Infrastructure
While a signifi cant amount of the corridor remains 
natural and undeveloped, there is noteworthy man-
made infrastructure that forms physical barriers.  
Th ese include:

 1) Existing Roadways
 2) Existing Railroads
 3) Wastewater Treatment Plant
 4) Mountain Island Reservoir Dam

2.3 Existing Conditions Maps

Th e project corridor is broken down into nine sections  
for further analysis. Th e sections begin just north of 
Interstate 85 and continue north to Highway NC 
16.   Eighty individual opportunities and constraints 
are listed in the following pages, with a map for each 
section that shows the location of each opportunity 
or constraint.  Th ese maps also show the Catawba 
River, its fl oodway and fl oodplain, tributaries and 
creeks, incorporated areas, major roads, railroads, 
and parcel lines.
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Opportunity: Stowe YMCA.  Th e Stowe YMCA is new, 
heavily used and the only recreational facility in the City.  It 
has existing picnic facilities behind the main building which 
makes it an excellent trailhead and trail connection.  

Opportunity+Constraint: Faison Townhomes.  Th is new 
development, currently under construction, is an obstacle 
to trail development.  However existing utility easements 
could provide a good connection to the YMCA and areas 
north.  Th e City would need to secure easements promptly.  
Th e trail would not fi t directly north inside the 100’ required 
buff er because of steep topography.  Th ere is also a small 
tributary crossing needed at the north end of the property.

Constraint:  Riverfront neighborhood entry.  Th e trail would 
have to continue into Riverfront at Missouri Lane.  An 
existing easement/walkway currently exists here.

Opportunity: Riverfront Parkway and Tom Sawyer Lane 
existing sidewalk provides the most feasible route through 
the Riverfront neighborhood.
  

1

4

3

2 

Existing Conditions : I-85 to Riverfront Neighborhood

Utility easement connection to 
Riverfront neighborhood.

Th e Robert Lee Stowe Jr. YMCA provides 
an excellent trailhead opportunity.

1

3

A pathway connecting Riverfront to the 
new Faison development provides an 
opportunity.

2 

Existing sidewalk through the Riverfront subdivision provides a 
means to continue the greenway. 

4
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Existing Conditions : Tuckaseege Park to Railroad

Future marina and restaurant site in the 
Riverfront neighborhood will provide a 
nice destination point.

5

Opportunity:  Future marina and restaurant will provide  an 
attractive destination point along the corridor.

Constraint: Th is island at the Riverfront neighborhood is  
wet and low for trail development and would be costly to 
implement.

Opportunity: Th is connection to Tuckaseege Park from the 
Riverfront Neighborhood (at the end of Tom Sawyer Lane 
must cross a tributary and low, wet areas.
 
Constraint: Fites Creek has a wide, low fl oodplain with a 
maximum span of 20 requiring a bridge crossing.

Opportunity: Tuckaseege Park.  Th is public park provides 
excellent recreational opportunities such as loop trails, 
environmental education, a trailhead and potential 
pedestrian crossing over the Catawba River to the United 
States National Whitewater Center (USNWC) in Charlotte.

Opportunity+Constraint: Th e wastewater Treatment Plant 
property already has a cleared and graded corridor adjacent 
to the river which can connect into Tuckaseege Park.  How-
ever, due to the operations of the plant, a distinct foul odor 
is evident while traveling through this corridor. 

Opportunity:  Th is popular fi shing hole also has beautiful 
views of the river and eastern riverbank.

Constraint: Th e property line dividing the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant and the American and Efi rd (A&E) is 
marked by a pipe and tributary crossing and would require 
a 60 foot span bridge.

5

6

7

8

9

Sign at the end of Tom Sawyer Lane.

7

Revisions to Tuckaseege Park include 
additional trails, an amphitheatre, 
picnic shelters, a dog park and 
additional parking.  

9 9

9

12

11

10
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Fites Creek as seen from behind 
homes along Tom Sawyer Lane in the 
Riverfront neighborhood.
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River view from the fi shing hole.
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Pipe and tributary crossing at 
Wastewater Treatment Plant and A&E 
property line.
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Existing Conditions : A&E Property to Clariant 

13

Opportunity:  Th e American and Efi rd (A&E) company 
is supportive of the riverfront greenway.  Th e potential 
greenway corridor is already cleared, has stands of large 
mature trees off ering shade and could provide recreational 
opportunities for A&E workers and visitors.

Opportunity: Unique lagoon feature.

Constraint: Existing  pumphouse and outlet pipe which needs 
screening and possible fence to prevent public access.

Opportunity+Constraint: Th e Duke Power property is a large, 
vacant, unused parcel with segments of an already cleared 
greenway corridor.  Th e site has historical value as Mount 
Holly (before Charlotte) was one of the fi rst communities 
to have night street lights powered with energy from 
this  power plant.  Th ere are also potential environmental 
hazards.  Phytoremediation is a possible cleanup technique 
for this site.

Opportunity: Th e only remaining structure on the Duke 
Power property off ers opportunities for historical interpre-
tation or adaptive reuse.

Opportunity: Th is remaining concrete and metal structure 
provides a river overlook opportunity.

Constraint: Clariant Chemical Plan.  Th is site off ers very 
little riverfront corridor opportunity with a narrow passage 
between the fencing and the river.  It is also unsightly with 
unobstructed views of the power plant operations.

Opportunity+Constraint: Clariant/Railroad passage.  Th is 
corridor provides a fl at, narrow, unused section below 
the railroad, on the western edge of the Clariant property 
connecting the Duke Power property towards Alexander 
Street and the future Citizen’s Center.  An agreement with 
the Railroad and/or Clariant will be necessary to gain an 
easement.

17

19

Structure on Duke Power site.

13

Potential greenway corridor along the 
A&E property.

14

15

A&E pumphouse and outlet pipe should 
be screened to prevent public access.

16

13

15

18

17

Potential river observation area along 
Duke Energy property riverbank.

18

20
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Clariant property
Lagoon feature surrounds greenway 
corridor with water on both sides.

14

Cleared and graded corridor within the 
Duke Power property also has expansive 
views of the eastern shore of the river.

16
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Narrow available land, fencing and 
undesirable views of the chemical plant 
activity make the Clariant property 
along the riverfront undesirable for 
routing the greenway trail.

19
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Corridor between Clariant property 
and the railroad right-of-way.
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Opportunity+Constraint: Alexander St./Catawba St. 
Railroad Bridge underpass provides an existing safe crossing 
of the railroad, connecting the trail towards the new Citizen’s 
Center.  Th e approach to the bridge from Alexander Street 
would require sidewalk facilities.  A crosswalk will be needed 
at Catawba Street to provide a safe crossing to the Citizens’ 
Center. 

Opportunity: Citizens’ Center.  Th is older brick and masonry 
building is being renovated into a multi-use complex that 
contains the new City Hall, police station and retail.  It will 
be a major destination for employees and citizens  with an 
easy walk to the downtown area.

Constraint: Railroad crossing.  Th e raised grade of the  
active railroad creates an obstacle which prohibits at-grade 
crossing and divides parts of downtown.  Negotiations 
would be necessary to allow a trail system along or across 
the railroad. 

Opportunity: Highland Railroad Underpass.  Th e underpass 
along Highland Street beneath the railroad has an existing 
raised swath of land for a sidewalk.

Constraint: East Charlotte Ave. Crossing.  Th is road 
sees signifi cant traffi  c and a safe crossing of this road is 
necessary.

Opportunity:  Dutchman Creek.  Th is provides an opportunity 
to connect to future Dutchman Creek Greenway corridor.  
Its fl oodplain and sewer corridor provide potential access to 
River Street Park.

Opportunity:  River Street Park.  Th is is one of the largest 
parks in the City of Mount Holly and has picnic facilities, 
playground, restrooms, water access, gravel parking lot, and 
open space, including mature stands of oak.  Th is could be 
another potential trailhead.  

Constraint:  Dutchman Creek crossing. Th e corridor con-
tinues north along the Catawba but would have to cross 
Dutchmans Creek.  Th e bridge span would be nearly 100 
feet.  

23

Existing Conditions : Clariant Property to CWMTF 

Active railroad bridge

Railroad underpass connecting 
riverfront greenway with the Citizens’ 
Center.

21

22
21

23

24

25

25
Roadway crossing at East Charlotte 
Ave.

26

27

28

27
River Street Park features a nice 
waterfront access. 
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Renovated building will serve as the 
new Citizens’ Center.
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2324

24
Raised, graded space along Highland 
Street allows for safe crossing beneath 
the railroad bridge.
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34 

Dutchman’s Creek is bordered by  a 
sewer easement which can provide a 
corridor accessing River Street Park.

Dutchman’s Creek is wide near the 
confl uence with the Catawba River.
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Opportunity: Railroad Clearance.  Across Dutchman’s Creek 
is a high clearance, level-grade underpass of the railroad.  
Th e trail could easily be routed here.  

Opportunity:  Power line Corridor.  As the corridor heads 
north, an existing, graded easement exists along the power 
line.  

Constraint:  Private Drive crossing.  While this drive likely 
sees little traffi  c, a safe crossing and negotiations with the 
homeowners will be necessary.

Constraint:  Tributary #1.  A small boardwalk would be 
required.

Opportunity:  Vista #1. Th is site provides a nice river 
overlook opportunity.

Opportunity:  Vista #2.  Th is site provides a nice river 
overlook opportunity.  At this location is a cluster of holly 
trees, providing a potential educational opportunity.

Opportunity:  Vista #3.  Th is site provides a nice river 
overlook opportunity.  At this site is a small cove and beach 
which could provide river access for non-motorized boats.  

32

Existing Conditions : Clariant Property to CWMTF 

A small private drive crossing exists 
along the power line corridor.

Adequate height clearance exists 
underneath the railroad across from 
River Street Park.

31

33

34

35

Vista #1 provides a nice overlook 
surrounded by hardwoods.

29

29

30

31

33
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A small tributary is the fi rst of many 
as the corridor extends northward.

A power line corridor extends north 
from the Dutchman Creek area.

30

34

Vista #2:  Clusters of American Holly 
trees surround this river overlook.

Vista #3:  Another opportunity for a 
scenic vista, this cove could provide 
water access.
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Constraint:  Tributary #2.  Th is is a signifi cant tributary 
requiring a bridge that is a 60 foot span.  Slopes are not too 
dramatic here.

Constraint:  Tributary #3/wetland.  Th is area is damp and 
would require boardwalk along with permitting.  

Opportunity:  Vista #4. Th is site provides a nice river 
overlook opportunity.  Views are excellent south of the river 
and new development can be seen across the river.

Opportunity:  Vista #5.  Th is site provides a nice river 
overlook opportunity.  Th is site is a small cove, with small 
beach and a small campsite. 

Opportunity:  Vista #6. Th is site provides a nice river 
overlook opportunity.  Again, this is a small cove, with beach 
area and space for a campsite and river access.  A potential 
spur trail (used primarily for hunting/hiking/ATV use) runs 
inland from this site.  

Opportunity:  Open Field.  Th is site is cleared and the size 
of a football fi eld with a couple existing side trails into the 
woods.  Th ere isn’t easy access for an automobile to this site 
but the open space could be used as passive recreation.

Opportunity:  Vista #6 Spur.  Th is existing, cleared and 
graded walkway leads from the Vista #6 site inland across 
the Open Field west to the Power Line easement near the 
Natural Heritage site.  

Opportunity+Constraint:  Natural Heritage area.  Th is site 
provides an excellent educational opportunity but impacts 
to the environment must be considered here for the special 
natural elements (need to research this some).

 

Existing Conditions : CWMTF (south)

Vista #4:  Th is view of the river looks 
southward.

Th is wide tributary will require a 
bridge crossing.

38

41

42

36

36

37

38

39

40

40
Vista #6:  Th is large site provides 
opportunity for multiple uses along 
the river.

42
Th is spur is well-cleared and graded.

43
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS:
CWMTF (south)

Vista #5:  Th is sandy beach provides a 
natural site for relaxation and water 
access.

Th is low-lying, wetter area and small 
tributary may require boardwalk.
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41

3030

Th is open fi eld is just inland about 150 
yards.

Th is is part of one of the natural heritage 
sites along the corridor.  
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Opportunity:  Vista #7.  Th is site provides a nice river 
overlook opportunity.  

Opportunity+Constraint:  Black Water Pond.  Th is is an 
interesting, unique site of pond/wetland habitat with large 
older-growth hardwoods.  Th ere is evidence of beaver 
activity.  Th is could be an educational opportunity.  Th e 
corridor would have to be aligned around the pond without 
impacting important site elements.

Constraint: Tributary #4.  Th is signifi cant, winding tributary 
has slope issues.  Th e trail corridor would need to make its 
way along the creek ridge inland to an adequate crossing 
location, where the slope is reasonable.  A bridge would be 
required.  Th is bottomland along creek is an active animal 
site as evidenced by many tracks in the mud. 

Opportunity+Constraint:  Gas Line Easement.  Th is open 
site has a gas line and fenced structure.  Th e open space 
extends to the rivers edge with a rocky shoreline.  Th e gas 
easement continues inland and could become a spur trail.  
Negotiations with the gas company would be necessary. 

Opportunity:  Jack’s Place.  Th e property owner at this 
open site along the river is willing to work with the City.  
Th e tenant would act as caretaker and remain in his home, 
allowing trail use.  Th e site is beautiful and fl at with existing 
shelter and river access.  Th ere is camping, picnic, and 
trailhead opportunity here.  

Opportunity:  Jack’s Dock.  Th is site at the north end of the 
property has a concrete ramp and fl oating dock for river 
access.  

Constraint:  Tributary #5.  Th is is a small drainage tributary 
with only a short bridge necessary to cross.

Constraint:  Tributary #6.  Th is is another small drainage 
tributary with a slightly more defi ned channel.  Only a short 
bridge would be necessary to cross.  Topography leading 
into and away from the creek is becoming more signifi cant

Opportunity:  Vista #8.  Th is site provides a nice river 
overlook opportunity.  Views exist of residential properties 
across the river.

 

Existing Conditions : CWMTF (south)

Th is winding tributary forms a small 
valley and wide fl oodplain. 

Vista #7:  Another excellent scenic 
overlook along the river.
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48
Th is privately-owned site provides 
nice  access with potential camping 
and picnic facilities. 

Th is small drainage tributary would 
only require a small bridge.
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Th is sandy beach provides a natural 
site for relaxation and water access.

Signs of beaver activity.
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Th is dock is also part of Jack’s property.

Small tributary & Scenic overloook  
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Constraint:  Tributary #7.  Th is is a small tributary but with 
steep side slopes.  A short bridge would be necessary.  

Constraint:  Tributary #8.  Th is is a more consistently fl owing 
tributary with steep side slopes.  A short bridge would be 
necessary.  

Opportunity:  Cleared/Graded Existing Path.  A graded, 
cleared, existing pathway opportunity extends north from 
Tributary #8.  It is on average, six-feet wide.

Constraint:  Tributary #9.  Th is is a small tributary with 
signifi cant slopes on either side.  A short bridge would be 
necessary.

Constraint:  Steep Topography.  Th is section features the 
steepest slopes along the entire corridor a bit inland from 
the river.  Better trail routing would be along the river from 
Tributary #9 to Tributary #10 instead of following existing 
path from Tributary #9.  

Constraint:   Tributary #10.  Th is is a small tributary with 
signifi cant slope issues on either side.  A small bridge would 
be necessary.

Constraint: Tributary #11.  Th is is a small drainage swale 
that could be culverted or assigned a small bridge.

Opportunity:  Cleared/Graded Existing Path.  A trail exists 
here along the river providing great opportunity.

Constraint:  Tributary #12.  Th is is a signifi cant tributary 
with a wide bridge crossing necessary.  Th ere are signifi cant 
slopes adjacent and carved out by the creek.

Opportunity.: Cleared/Graded Existing Path.  A trail exists 
here along the river leading to the City gravel path at the 
Dam.  

Opportunity:  Dam Gravel Path/Picnic/Fishing Area.  Th is 
wide, fl at, existing gravel path leads to the Dam, providing 
currently-used picnic and fi shing sites.

Existing Conditions : CWMTF (north) to Dam

Tributary #8 has consistent fl ows and 
would require a bridge for crossing.  

Tributary #7 is crossable with a small 
bridge.

58

53

53

54
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Th e ideal crossing of Tributary #10 is 
closest to the river.
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Existing cleared and graded path.
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THE CATAWBA RIVER CORRIDOR PLAN     
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS:
CWMTF (north)

to the Dam

Tributary #9 requires a short bridge.

Th is already cleared and graded trail 
is ideal for the fi rst phase of trail 
development.

55

56

57
Steep topography farther from 
the river’s edge.  Trail should be 
aligned closer to the river.
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Small drainage swale could be crossed 
with a culvert or small bridge.
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Larger tributary #12 requires a wide 
spanning bridge crossing.
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Opportunity+Constraint:  Mountain Island Reservoir Dam.  
Th is landmark is an incredible man-made feature providing 
potential historical and educational interpretation.  Th e 
tract of land containing the Dam could serve as a trailhead.  
It does provide an obstacle for the corridor, forcing the trail 
to follow the gravel roadway to the Dam and fi shing area.

Opportunity+Constraint:  Dam Entrance Gravel Road.  Th e 
corridor could follow this road as a sidepath or shoulder.  
Th ere are topographical and hydrological obstacles for the 
sidepath along with utility poles but it is off  the road.  Th e 
road sees signifi cant traffi  c that stirs up large quantities of 
dust.

Opportunity+Constraint:  Dam Overlook.  Th is section is 
City-owned, providing an expansive view of the Dam and 
waters upstream.  However, there could be security issues 
with the City of Gastonia Pumping Facility and the Dam.  
Also, there is fencing around the Pumping Facility that 
the trail would have to wind around.  Th e trail may need 
to remain a sidepath along Dam entrance road which turns 
into Mountain Island Road.

Opportunity: Mountain Island Road sidepath.  Wooded 
sections along Mountain Island Road are fl at and City-
owned, providing opportunity for a sidepath.

Opportunity+Constraint:  Mountain Island Educational 
State Forest.  Leading north off  Mountain Island Road is 
a large Duke Power utility line with cleared, maintenance 
roads that off er trail opportunities. Th is is a potential site 
for trailhead access however, an easement would have to be 
negotiated.  Steep slopes and good views of the water are 
found throughout the corridor.  

Opportunity:  Vista #9.  An excellent elevated view of the 
waterway below.

Existing Conditions : Mountain Island Reservoir Dam

Th e Mountain Island Reservoir Dam 
off ers educational opportunities as well 
as fi shing and potential trailhead.

67

66

64

6465

13

66

Th e Mountain Island Reservoir Dam 
off ers educational opportunities as well 
as fi shing and potential trailhead.

67

68

69

69

View of the Mountain Island Reservoir Dam and the Catawba 
River.  Security is a concern around the Dam and the City of 
Gastonia Pumping Facility adjacent to the Dam.

Views of the Catawba River from the 
Mountain Island Educational State 
Forest and powerline corridor.
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THE CATAWBA RIVER CORRIDOR PLAN     
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Two options for trail alignment along 
the dam access road:  off -road or expand 
the road shoulder to accommodate an 
on-road trail.

EXISTING
CONDITIONS:
Mountain Island
Reservoir Dam
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Two options for trail alignment along 
the dam access road:  off -road or expand 
the road shoulder to accommodate an 
on-road trail.
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Opportunity:  Railroad Parallel Trail.  An existing, cleared 
trail can be found at the tow of the railroad embankment.  
Some of the trail is rutted out.  Th ere are a signifi cant number 
of mature beech trees.

Opportunity:  Trail to Cove.  An existing, cleared trail runs 
east back to the power line corridor and waterway cove off  
the Railroad Parallel path.

Constraint:  Power Line Steep Terrain.  Steep topography 
exists along the cleared maintenance road.  

Opportunity:  Cove.  At waterfront, this site provides 
wonderful scenery and boulders.

Constraint:  Steep Terrain/Boulders.  Th is area has signifi cant 
slopes as well as large boulders and dense vegetation.  Th e 
routing of this trail would require a signifi cant eff ort such as 
a large spanning bridge or an alternative, meandering trail 
routing.  

Opportunity:  Vista #10.  An excellent view of the water at 
the water’s edge.  Th ere are picnic/camping/river access 
opportunities.  

Constraint:  Steep Terrain.  Th ere is steep topography 
between Vista #10 and the Boulder Site.

Opportunity: Boulder site.  Th is boulder is a signifi cant, 
natural feature with a holly tree growing out of the boulder.  
Topography north and south of boulder is steep.  

Opportunity:  Vista #11.  Th is site provides an excellent 
view of the water.  Th is could be a great site for camping, 
picnicking, kayak access.  Th ere are remnants of an old 
dock.  

 

Existing Conditions : North of Mountain Island
    Reservoir Dam

An existing cleared and graded trail 
which runs parallel to the Railroad.

70

72

4444447071

71
An existing path which leads to a cove 
from the Railroad Parallel path.

73

74

75

A camping, picnic and river access 
location.
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS:

North of Mountain
Island Reservoir Dam
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71

72

72

Rains can cause soil to wash out along 
areas of steep terrain as shown here 
along an existing path located within 
the powerline easement. 

73

Th is cove off ers beautiful views of the 
water and large boulders to climb.
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An unusually determined American 
Holly grows out of the top of a large 
boulder.
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Opportunity: Existing Cleared Trail.  Th is pathway is likely 
a maintenance road that provides a great existing, graded 
walkway.  

Opportunity+Constraint:  Natural Heritage area.  Th is site 
provides an excellent educational opportunity but impacts 
to the environment must be considered here for the special 
natural elements 

Opportunity+Constraint:  Northern Trailhead.  Currently, 
further investigation is warranted to determine best site for 
a trailhead.  Th e NC 16 area (including Holbert Lane and 
Nivens Cove Road) provides an opportunity and an obstacle 
for determining an exact location.  

Existing Conditions : End of Corridor

Another existing cleared path which 
would be a great early phase of greenway 
development.
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80

One of many existing mature Beech 
trees found within the Natural Heritage 
Area. 
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS:
End of Corridor
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Mountain  Island Lake

 16

Railroad Corridor
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